
M A I T A B A R R E N E C H E A
Av. Córdoba 657 3P (C1054AAF) Buenos Aires - Argentina - Tel: (5411) 4314-3390 - Fax: (5411) 4314-3290

E-mail: mai @mai .com.ar - http://www.mai .com.ar - E.V.T. Lic Nº 10.41010 10 10

CALAFATE

OFFSITE ACTIVITIES

OFFSITES

1. MINI-TREKKING ON THE PERITO
MORENO GLACIER

We take a drive to Bajo Las Sombras pier and a short
boat-ride across Rico fjord of Lake Argentino,
navigating among iridiscent icebergs and sighting the
towering ice walls of the Perito Moreno Glacier. Be
awed by enormous ice slabs calving off the 200-foot-
high, 3-mile-wide Moreno Glacier, and falling with
thunderous noise into the lake.

We hike across lenga (Antarctic beech) forests with
amazing views of the glacier. After a short briefing,
and equipped with crampons attached to our shoe
soles, starts a fascinating walk over the icecap, sighting
crevices, caves, underwater rivers of a myriad blue
hues. Enjoy scotch over 15,000 year-old ice chipped

from the top. Returning across the forests, you stop for
a rest and picnic lunch, enjoying the wondrous view of
this marvel of nature. Return by boat to the harbour.

The glacier extends down from the mountain, all the way
into the Lago Argentino, an aqueous solution of finely
crushed rock powder the colour of steel. When looking
at the lake up close, it is obvious that visibility extends to
only a few inches below the surface which is why no
algae can grow here, nor fish, i.e. a lack of the light
needed for photosynthesis.

To climb upon the glacier, it is necessary to wear flat
rubber-soled shoes or hiking boots which allow special
spikes to clamp on. Wearing the spikes takes a few
minute to get used to walking with feet fairly close



together, a habit that may result in the spikes catching
on the other leg, but after a few steps, they become
quite easy to manage.

Progressing up the glacier you come across deep
cracks and worm-tunnels created by waters that run on
its surface, the result of summer melt. So, beautiful as
they are, dreams of blue, dreamy blueness. Some
cracks are large enough to walk into, tunnels of ice,
sub-glacial labyrinths. A pool of crystal clear waters.

After the hike, you stop for a picnic lunch break on the
lake shore directly across the face of this magnificent
ice construction... privy to a profound quiet disturbed
only by the thunderous cracking and fracturing of the
glacier which occasionally precedes the collapse of
some gigantic column of permafrost into the lake
below. You sit mesmerised watching the waves
occasioned by the collapses and contemplating the
volume of the resulting icebergs.

One of the most spectacular Ice-hikes in the world:
Hike across the Perito Moreno Glacier.

We navigate across The Rico Arm onboard
the “Tehuelche”.
10 minutes later mountain guides will welcome you at
the opposite shore, very close to the Perito Moreno
Glacier. After checking the gear, we get ready, pick up
the crampons and walk following the lateral moraine
towards the centre of the glacier. After an hour´s walk
we reach the point where we leave terra firma and start
our walk on the ice.

There is a breathtaking view of the immense plateau
of ice.
During the walk you will be introduced to a number of
features within the ice: huge moulins, crevasses, caves,
underground streamd, cascades and above all the
special feeling of exploring the middle of an icecap.

Expert mountain guides will always lead you, looking
after your safety and teaching you the “ways of the ice”.

9:45 am:

2. BIG ICE
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You will hike for about 3 hours, and spend some time
having lunch somewhere on the ice. Back on the
moraine we start our descent and take the boat back
around 3:00 pm.

Important notes: This walk is aimed at fit people
between 18 and 45 years of age. There are 7 hours of
walking through diverse terrains.
What to bring: Sunglasses-sun screem-gloves-hat-
raincoat jacket-hiking boots-backpack (40lts)-food
and water bottle.

The Balcony of Calafate, at the top of Mount
Huyliche, offers some of the most spectacular views
of all of the breathtaking sights the Calafate area has to
offer, including Lago Argentino, the Santa Cruz river,
the peaks of Perito Moreno glacier and Mount
Chaltén.

This three-hour excursion, departing in El Calafate in
4x4 off-road vehicles, will scale Mount Huyliche and
explore many of the panoramic views and fascinating
areas this part of the mountain has to offer.

Climbing 1,050 meters (or 3,444 feet), the 4x4 reaches
the first panoramic point, providing a view of the
village of El Calafate and the main body of Lago
Argentino. On a clear day, it is possible for guests to see
the peaks of Mount Chaltén and Mount Torre.
History buffs can take some time to look for fossils
and small pieces of petrified wood in this area. village
of El Calafate and the main body of Lago Argentino.

3. BALCONY OF CALAFATE
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On a clear day, it is possible for guests to see the peaks of
Mount Chaltén and Mount Torre. History buffs can take
some time to look for fossils and small pieces of petrified
wood in this area. On a clear day, it is possible for guests to
see the peaks of Mount Chaltén and Mount Torre.
History buffs can take some time to look for fossils and
small pieces of petrified wood in this area.

Continuing the trek up the mountain, the 4x4 reaches the
Labyrinth of Stones an 85 million year-old Cretaceous
formation of rock and sandstone. Maiten is one of only
several exclusive operators that travel to the Labyrinth of
Stones.

Journeying back down the mountain, a brief stop is made
at the Stone of Hats, where a snack is served. The return
to El Calafate descends along the range's Northern face,
providing even more spectacular views of Lago
Argentino.

As the wind is strong in this area, it is highly recommended
that guests take a windbreaker along with them.
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4. BARRANCAS DE ANITA

Thirty eight miles from El Calafate sits Estancia Anita,
the starting point for this six-hour 4x4 off-road
excursion. After arriving by private transport to the
Estancia, guests will board the 4x4 and being the
ascent toward the slopes. Just a few minutes into the
journey, a stop will be made to take photos of the
panoramic views of the valley of Lago Argentino, the
two Estancias below Estancia Anita and Estancia
Alice and Mount Buenos Aires.

The route continues over the plateau above the slopes
to a beautiful area from where the Magallanes
Peninsula, Mount Pietrobelli, and Mount Cervantes
can be admired. Crossing nimbly over three creeks, in
the safe hands of the experiences 4x4 drivers, guests
will soon be able to see the small lake of Alta Vista.
Following an old pathway, the 4x4 will pas by the lake
and arrive at Godoy Pass, 790 meters (or 2,600 feet)
above sea level.

The descent begins down Evil Creek Canyon, known
locally as “Cañadón del Chorrillo Malo” and, once
reaching the creek, a traditional barbecue lunch of
delicious steaks, tomatoes, fruit, bread, wine, sodas and
water will be served. During the free time after lunch,
guests may explore the creek's banks.

After lunch, the 4x4 will cross a rustic log-bridge and
follow the tracks until reaching another panoramic
viewpoint, providing guests with spectacular images
of the Perito Moreno Glacier and Lake Roca. The
descent continues toward the Estancia Chorrillo Mala,
where prehistoric rock paintings near the Estancia's
main building can be seen. The remainder of the 4x4
descent travels along the Provincial Route back to El
Calafate.

It is recommended that guests take a windbreak with
them as the area is subjected to chilly conditions and
winds.

5. ESTANCIA ANITA DAY TRIP

The vast steppes of Patagonia are home to millions of
sheep, the region's main activity. Anita is one of
Argentina's most important and traditional sheep ranches,
and the largest undertaking in the Santa Cruz Province.
Located at the very foothills of the towering Andes, 30
km west of Calafate on the road to the Glaciers National
Park, it has an extension of 60,000 hectares of beautiful
countryside, rolling hills and rugged peaks.

Patagonia was first tamed a century ago by pioneer
families who established vast sheep ranches to supply
voracious markets in Europe and the US with mutton
and wool. Now, after a decade crisis in the wool
industry, Patagonia producers are back in good shape
again. Wool prices have surged to highs as well as
Argentina's mutton exports. The Province of Santa
Cruz is a place where sheep outnumber people by a
ratio of more than 10 to 1 (1,500 ranches hold 7.5
million head).
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5:00 pm: Estancia Arrive Anita.

Refreshments will be offered as guests visit the
grounds guided by an expert who will explain about
the area, its history and geography, while introducing
us to this mysterious land of endless ice-lands,
sweeping plains, millenary trees, imposing mountains,
turquoise lakes, windswept plains, majestic condors,
picturesque gauchos and countless sheep.

The group will witness a demonstration of sheep-dogs
herding the animals and shearing by the gauchos. The
sheep are out of doors all the year round, and the only
occasion on which they spend a little time under cover
is during shearing time.

Guests will be taught how the shearing is done and a
fun activity will be organized:
Among the flocks herded by the dogs, guests will enter
a “Key Search” competition. Inside the fluffy wool of
each animal, the hotel room keys will be hidden; guests
must find their room key.
In the meantime an open Bar will offer drinks
including the typical local Pisco Sour.

A typical Patagonian barbecue of delicious sizzling
lamb roasted on the spit will be prepared on site.

7:30 pm: Dinner will be served in the picturesque barn
with live gaucho music.

Return to the Hotel in Calafate for overnight.



6. ESTANCIA CRISTINA

A remote, imposing and enchanting place. This is
a ideal site to stay and make all your exploration
dreams come true, by horseback or simply
trekking, accompanied by local guides.

Patagonia proper begins at the Río Negro, five miles
south of Buenos Aires, and, according to some, runs
all the way to Cape Horn. Those who live in Tierra del
Fuego prefer being called Fuegians rather than
Patagonians, holding that Patagonia ends at the Strait
of Magellan. This vast, underpopulated territory the
present-day provinces of Río Negro, Chubut, and
Santa Cruz- is an arid plateau cut by a number of
broad, flat-bottomed valleys. The rivers all flow
eastward from the Andes and empty themselves in the
South Atlantic. According to legend, Magellan's
chronicler saw a giant Tehuelche Indian dancing naked
on the shore. From the size of his moccasins, Magellan
dubbed him Patagón- “Big Foot”.

Stock raising is a major industry throughout Patagonia.
Río Negro Province is also renowned for fruit
orchards that produce 72 percent of Argentina's
apples. And to the south, in Chubut and Santa Cruz,
there is oil, gas, and mining. But as Bruce Chatwin
noted in his book In Patagonia, “As you go south down
the coast, the grass gets greener, the sheep farms richer
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and the British more numerous. They are the sons and
grandsons of the men who cleared and fenced the land
in the 1890s.”

Santa Cruz was settled late and is still the country's
most thinly populated province. Around the turn of
the century the number of pioneers who had braved
the Patagonian solitude were easily countable. In
addition to the British, people come from Germany,
the Balkans, Spain, and the Falkland Islands to found
estancias. Falkland sheep were brought over and other
flocks were driven south from Río Negro. Land was
cheaper in Santa Cruz but was far from ports and
exposed to the rigors of a harsh climate.

Few of the early settlers ventured beyond the arid
coastal plateau into the Lake District along the Chilean
frontier. That vast Lakeland was isolated, almost
inaccessible, but water was abundant and the grazing
rich. Among those tempted by this out-of-the-way
land was Josef Percival Masters. Born in England, he
and his English wife of Norwegian ancestry first lived
at an estancia called El Cóndor, forty miles from the
town of Río Gallegos in the very south of the
province. In 1902 their son Percival Herbert was born
there by the Strait of Magellan. Masters later moved to
Calafate, a couple of hundred miles northwest, on the
shore of Lake Argentino. Hearing from some
pathfinders that fertile glacial valleys were to be found



at the far end of the lake, he set off by boar in search
of a suitable place to set up a sheep farm. The region at
the foot of the Upsala Glacier immediately attracted
him. Its valleys were dotted with small glacier lakes and
protected by high mountains. Masters chose a broad
valley close to the point where the Catarina River
flowed into the northern top of forty-seven-mile-long
Lake Argentino. His valley was set off by snow-capped
mountains on whose lower slopes grew the ñire, the
so-called low beech of the southern Andes. Used for
timber, in autumn its leaves turn a variety of reds,
yellows, and browns.

The lakes were inhabited by ducks, flamingoes, upland
geese, black-necked swans, and ibises; overhead flew
birds of prey, such as the caracara, the chimango, and
the enormous condor, with its wingspread of over
nine feet. There were also red fox, wildcats, pumas, and
guanacos. You sometimes came upon the guanacos'
dying place, where five hundred of them might be
piled one on top of another, decaying. La Cristina was
built in 1914. It covered an area of twenty-five
thousand hectares (nearly one hundred square miles),
and in its peak years had twenty thousand sheep. The
Upsala Glacier, a three-hour journey from the casco on
horseback, formed one of the estancias's boundaries.

As the establishment could only be approached by
water, it was necessary to navigate the thirty miles
between Puerto Bandera and the quiet bay where the
estancia is located. To this day, great caution must be
exercised on the lake. Bergs breaking off the glaciers'
nearly two-hundred-foot-high ice walls make an ear-
splitting din and cause huge waves. The lake is also
subject to sudden violent squalls. In his novel Lago
Argentino, published in 1946, the Argentine writer
Juan Goyanarte described the glaciers and ice this way:
“The icebergs of frozen seas, floating nine-tenths
underwater and one-tenth above, are heavy and
clumsy. The icebergs of Lake Argentino are just the
opposite. Their smallest part in the water, the rest
above the surface, they are at the whim of the wind,
like flecks of foam. These are no ordinary ice blocks
formed by freezing water but are made only of snow
that fell on high summits several millenia ago... [to
form] a great serpent of frothy ice on a centuries-long
march to the lake.”
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In 1933 the land that made up La Cristina became part
of the immense Glaciers National Park, and today the
establishment no longer functions as a sheep farm. Its
houses, stables, and the old shearing shed are clad in
corrugated iron. They, as well as the furniture and the
boat once used to transport wool, were all built from
the wood of trees growing on the estancias. La Cristina
continued to be the home of Janet McDonald Masters,
the eighty-two-year-old widow of the founder's son,
until she died a year ago.
Estancia Cristina offers its premises for guests to enjoy
a whole day of experiences and emotions that are
unique in Patagonia. Program includes:
- Boarding in Punta Bandera port at 7:45 am.
The estancia can only be reached by lake
transportation.
- Departure at 8 am on board modern and
comfortable ships.
- Navigate among icebergs and watching the
breathtaking views of the occidental front of the
Glaciar Upsala, to later arrive to the port of Estancia
Cristina.
- Breakfast on board.
- Arrival at the estancia at 11:30 am.
- Visit Estancia Museum and Walking activity
- Lunch (including drinks).
- Duration of stay at the estancia: 6 hours.
- Depart from Estancia Cristina at 5:30/5:45 pm.
- Arrival to Punta Bandera port at 7:30/7:45 pm.

It is the perfect gateway for those who love Nature and
the simplicity of the Patagonian landscape, which is
unique in the world.
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7. UPSALA AND SPEGAZZINI GLACIERS
& ONELLI BAY EXCURSION

Full day Boat Excursion along the northern fjord of
Lake Argentino to the Upsala Glacier: Long, tiring,
but memorable program of 9 hours. Departing from
Puerto Bandera (30 miles west of Calafate) on a tour-
boat (60 passengers, 10 on first class), you navigate
through Boca del Diablo along the northern fjord of
Lake Argentino. After 1 ½ hour you will reach the
Upsala Channel where you continue sailing among
huge icebergs to approach the Upsala glacier.

The Upsala Glacier covers 370 square miles and the
height of its walls is from 190 to 270 ft. In 1952, an
expedition headed by Colonel Emiliano Huerta and
Engineer Mario Bertone crossed on foot the
Argentine continental icecap for the first time,
including the Upsala glacier. In 1962, Air Force
Captain Mario Olezza landed a Douglas DC3 aircraft
on the Upsala glacier (exhibited at the Aeronautical
Museum in Buenos Aires).

The boat will continue sailing to the Spegazzini Glacier
which is characterised by its amazing height of 450 ft.
over sea level in its central part. Its surface is 40 square
miles, with a width of 1 mile. The vegetation surrounds
the glacier shows outstanding contrasts cause by the
advance of the glaciers and the action of the wind.
After this, the boat continues to Onelli Bay where it
stops for a leisure walk along the lenga forests to Lake
Onelli, a quiet and very beautiful lake, usually covered
with icebergs of every size and sculpted shape,
surrounded by beech forests on one side and ice-
covered mountains on the other, sighting glaciers
Onelli, Bolado, Aggassiz and Heim. Return back to
harbour.


